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Evaluation is the linguistic expression of speaker/writer 
opinion, and has only recently become the focus of linguistic 
analysis. This book presents the first corpus - based account 
of evaluation; one hundred newspaper articles collated to 
form a 70,000 word comparable corpus, drawn from both 
tabloid and broadsheet media. The book provides detailed 
explanations and justifications of the underlying framework 
of evaluation, as well as demonstrating how this is part of the 
larger framework of media discourse. Unlike many other 
linguistic analyses of media language, it makes frequent 
reference to the production circumstances of newspaper 
discourse, in particular the so - called 'news values' that shape 
the creation of the news. 

Cutting - edge and insightful, Evaluation in Media Discourse 
will be of interest to academics and researchers in corpus 
linguistics and media discourse. 
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ôThe author skillfully combines the quantitative 
calculations of distrubution of evaluations and 
qualitative comments on their discourse 
functions. The author ensured the validity of her 
choice of what as marked as evaluative also by 
consulting previous research, native speakers, 
the Bank of English and corpus - based dictionary. 
Further strengths of Bednarek's approach are that 
it is eclectic and does not require commitment to 
a particular theory of grammarõ.
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Emotion Talk Across Corpora offers new insights into how 
English speakers talk about their own and others' 
emotions. It is the first book - length treatment of 'emotion 
talk' in four registers of British English - conversation, 
news reportage, fiction and academic discourse - to 
combine research in two well - known linguistic 
approaches: appraisal theory and corpus linguistics. Using 
a 20 - million - word sub set from the British National 
Corpus, it combines small - and large - scale corpus studies 
of emotion terms and their patterns with an analysis of 
texts according to a modified version of Appraisal theory. 
The book is a major contribution to the study of language 
and emotion, drawing on findings from cognitive 
linguistics, psychology and (linguistic) appraisal theory to 
model and interpret emotion talk, and will appeal to all 
researchers interested in the use of emotion talk in 
naturally occurring discourse.
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ô...working at the interface of two 
complementary perspectives on language, 
corpus linguistics and systemic functional 
linguistic theory, and developing new insights 
into the language of evaluation at the edge of 
knowledge in both these interacting 
domains,... Bednarek rises effectively to this 
challenge, paving the way for a generation of 
transdisciplinary rapprochement across these 
two fields.õ- Professor James R. Martin, 
University of Sydney
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New Discourse on Language addresses the need for innovative 
analyses of multi - modal discourse, identity and affiliation within 
functional linguistics. The chapters in this volume are connected 
by their common underlying theoretical approach, Systemic 
Functional Linguistics (SFL), and by their focus on semantic 
variation (across modalities of communication and between 
speakers) as well as the negotiation of identity and affiliation. 

The analyses focus on a diverse range of texts from very 
different contexts, using analytic techniques that are based on 
the latest research in this field. They represent a wealth of 
exploratory, innovative and challenging perspectives, and are a 
key contribution to the extension of systemic - functional theory 
to the analysis of multimodality, identity and affiliation. 

The volume is of interest to linguists, applied linguists, 
semioticians , and communication theorists. 



1. Introduction: Semantic variation: modelling system, text and 
affiliation in social semiosis , J R Martin 
2. Wrinkling complexity: concepts of identity and affiliation in 
humour, Naomi Knight 
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Kanye West, David Caldwell 
4. Khao naa nung : A multimodal analysis of Thai - language 
newspaper front pages, John Knox, Pattama Patpong and Yupaporn
Piriyasilpa
5. Doubling - up: Allusion and bonding in multi - semiotic news 
stories, Helen Caple 
6. Playing with ôfemininityõ: Inter- modal analysis of bilingual picture 
book The Ballad of Mulan , Ping Tian
7. Imagining communities: a multifunctional approach to identity 
management in texts, Ken Tann
8. Intersemiotic relations as logogenetic patterns: towards the 
restoration of the time dimension in hypertext description, Sumin
Zhao 
9. The coupling of gesture and phonology, Zappavigna et al 
10. Corpus Linguistics and Systemic Functional Linguistics: 
Interpersonal meaning, identity and bonding in popular culture, 
Monika Bednarek



ôThis book, by a group of highly talented 
young scholars, gives us a glimpse of what 
multimodal discourse analysis might come to 
look like in the first half of the 21st century.õ 
- Professor Theo van Leeuwen , University of 
Technology, Sydney, Australia 
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